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GENTLEMEN, | | 
LEASE to accept the following D1s5ERTATION, as a ſmall 


mark of gratitude for the many uſeful leſſons-I have re- 
ceived from your Lectures, and as a pledge of the ſincerity — (WV 
wy friendfhip and eſteem for you. | 


That you may long continue the ornaments of the healing 
art, in the Univerſity of Pennſylvania, which has ſo deſerved- / 
ly, by your exertions, arrived at a high pitch of eminence, | 
and be uſeful to mankind, is the ſincere prayer of x 

7 WORTHY sins, | ; ; 
' YOUR OBLIGED RUMBLE SERVANT, 


The AurTrRHOR. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OOO 


* is hoped the benevolent reader will excuſe the rough, 
unpoliſhed garb, in which the ideas intended to be con- 
veyed in this diſſertation, are cloaked. The ſhortneſs of time 
allowed for its preparation, would not admit a reviſion, and 
the author was obliged to commit it to the preſs in the ſame 
form in which it. was firſt penned. However the doctrine 
which is endeavoured tobe eſtabliſhed, may differ from many 
medical. oracles, and from 'the opinion of many reputable 
praQitioners ;' ſtill it is no more than what appears to be a 
fair and rational concluſion drawn from yadoubted facts. 


The author cannot but regret that ſome particular cir. | ' 


cumſtances prevent the appearance, in this diſſertation of 
ſome facts and obſervations upon the late epidemic of this 
city. Theſe are what he principally relied on for the full 
proof of the doctrine. However they will ſhortly appear 
from a much better authority, and well authenticated; and 
if conſidered with candour, will I think ſufficiently prove 
the contagion of that diſeaſe to be what is here aſlerted. 
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A DISSERTATION, 4. 


HE butan frame, in confequence &. its delicacy of 
ſtructure, complexity of machinery, and expoſure 
to various noxious powers, is lubject to diſeaſe in all its va« 
rieties of ſhape, which are daily cutting down thouſands 
of our fellow mortals in the very morning of life. | 


It is tnackto be regretted that no more of theſe tavagets 


tre within the reach of the healing art, which muſt ever bs 


confidered imperfect, as long as there are any avenues to the 
| "—_ except that of old age · 


ort all the diſeaſes which ai markind, none are ib 
deſtructive, as thoſe which are called feb/4/2 contagions 4, 
eaſegs * Of the truth of this aſſertion, the Small Pox, 
Plague, Yellow Fever (which lately proved fatal to ſo ma- 
ny citizens of Philadelphia) and ſome others, which are 
Unneceſſary to be enumerated, are melancholy proofs. 


The manner in which Contagion operates upon the body, 
to produce its deadly effects, has long been a bone of con- 
tention among phyficians After ſuch frequent occurren- 
ces of them, we might expect that they would agree in 


IR TR DISSERTATION, &, - 


i: 06.3 FOITATHTZ1T = 
ſentiment, both, in its mode of operation, 282 and 
cure: büt we ſeldom mitt With two prattiticnets,” whe" 
are of the ſante opinion in either reſpect. This is Cbnf. 
dered as an evidence, that = yet lies concealed behind 
the cürtaiu, and" Has given öHgin to che prodery; Tc Ars 
mädied cofjeckur alis eft. : But from the Jmproverhents © 
ant Mfebberies Which are daily making, H tHE Affelent de. 
partments of medicine, we cannot but Hope that we wall 
one day arrive at certainty in them all, and that Cancer 
and Pulmonary Confumbtibn will ceaſe tö be the "appro 
bria medichriums £1347: olg mot n2463 26, Sit zolih qd 20 
eint biet 911 e, % „Hane. Q Hf 1 fl) ui ; 
m—_ not, in this paper, attempt to con WR ct of Tm 
of Contagion ; whether it be the product of animal ,w 
vegetable putrefaction ; but leave the diſcuſſion of theſe 
ſubjects to abler peris, ad Raft confine 51 elf” printipatly 
to the conſideration of its effedty- whe applied to! the bu." 
man body. Were we well acquainted with its preciſe mode 
of operation; it would affift us 'greatly'in' Jeteriminih 8 the 
moſt proper method of prevention and cure. 1 am confei- a 
ous of my inability to do juſtiee to ſo important a'ſubjeR, 
more particularly in ſo ſhort à ſpace of time, and within ſo 
narrow a — hg at mene uin adinit'of We 


itt iter: Jener WY 3 Ft 


If 1 matter of contagion was a dence which we 
could analyſe chemically, aud diſeovet᷑ its conſtituent parts, 
analogy would, no doubt aſſiſt us greathy in determining its 
mode of operation; but as it is not n. to our ſenſes, 2] 
we ein judge of it yy ity effects. - det . p 
leer babe bees the ded of + phyſictans a . 
the ſeat of contagious diſeaſes :' Baethaave and his falbwers, * 
ſuppoſed the blood to be the ſeat of all febrile diſeaſes ; and 
that the matter of contagion, induced an for . ; 
ER ——— neem —2 tae daten n rene, 1 
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A DISSERTATION, 4% „ 
mate ene of the 4596 da babe. of ,this nee it 
* obſerved; 


wor # malt N * I, th, A 77 er enn Dan 


10 That moſi febrile diſeaſes which terminated fayoura- | 
bly, ended by, ohe critical Giſgbarge of worbiße mater, by 
ſome of the emunctories, or it ee in an abſceſs in 

ſome e Send er en bs ee 
| Tc) 1607 bas 1h mids or pianos: 

A ſecond argument, ig fayapy at the blood being, the ſeat 
of the diſeaſe was taken from the putrefaQtivg, Kate, of it, 
which they thought ſufficiently proved by the fœtid ſmell of 


che, patient, ar, fo of the, wed as, e, 
when effuſed' iter 9 * „ eien 43441 5 25 
ac Tor- My; Ih vis 949 16 ente * 0 
A third, was the Trequent occurrence of hemorrhagic | 
which they impure. to the diſſolyed ſtate of, the bloods» - 


rg th 4 n= * nh 3:04 4 d 


TOTES 110. aw 


The firſt of theſe arguments Is very ably W by Doe · 
tor Ruſh i in his Lectures on Fevers. He obſerves in the firſt. 
place, that feyers are often induced by frights, and are en. 
red by bark, electricity, paſſions of. the mind, &c . the ſor- 
mer of which can haye no effect in generating, nor the lat · 
ter in evacuating a morbific matter. 

„ Ae Hesi & 297 aatnt! een a $8 

In the next place he remarks, that eee acri- 
mouy is opſerved in the urine on perſpiration, which are ſup- 
poled critical evaquations z, and fevers often terminate with · 
oat any ſuch diſcharges whatever A ta abſceſſes, they as 
often follow other diſeales as fevers, and when they do oc- 
cur, are thæ ä 
acne oy aaa Ig 3. 60 3:4 


>» teat, ein it, 


With reſpect to — n is ante cc 
ſtate, of the fiuigs ; it has heen ſo ably combated by Doctor 
Seybert ia an inaugural differtation pybliſhed laſt ſpring, 
that I ſhall not eater upon * conſideration of it, but refer 


10 14 DRSERTATION, Ge. 
to the above pub e ation · He has ſhewn a pivttefudtion af 
the flöids to be ſo incompatible with life, and fe Co] 


to actual experiment; as not to leave the leaſt doubt in my 
own mind pd the beck! It is true) the blobd is often 


found diffolved' after betty” eſfbſod 5 but J cannot but (think 


With Doctor Seybert, that it zook place after ir had been 
| diſcharged from the ye Fer- and that the petrid ee 
owing to the 3 6 052101 o eig 


1 @ teen 961177 xi oi eM A 547 10 0118 


A third Armer & aut Wege occurrence of hretmory. 
Higies, Which they impute te a:d.ffolved ſhare of the blood: 
But tat can be more Wurd than to ſay chat the! rup⁵ture 
of a veſſel is the conſequence of a patticular condition ef 
the contained fluid? unleſs we ſuppole it capable of deſtroy. 
aug, or eating away the 'veſſe}-whieh\T'think";6o one will 
aſſert. If the blood eſcupes, the fault is certainly in che wal. 
ſel, and not in the blood, any more than a piece of money, 
for falling through the miſer's purſe which in worn out in 
the 3 

I bat od; 2 >} 5; any e 11511 g 

The viokence HOP the ag n Need 
be proportioned to the impettis of the hlood; but this by uo 
means depends on its diffelation, but upen the forre with 

which che arteries contract upon their contents and propel 
N forward. 

att u dg won ei idw it Hine r 
At preſent, the bon bear a 'pttolog, 0 ſeems nol. en · 
ery deer the medical Ichꝛ ls. 
20921; to 903 (gu Nino Ggaut ⁰ ai 
The celebratetl Cullen, Was one of web Ede hene 
Writers, WO taught us Hot! to look for the ſeat of febrile 
enfbares'in tlie fluids. Thie —— of the doctrine which 
hd fübftitüted, is the following. 6 4d 1165 35 wort 999% 
2617026 to £22 uaeunflg Si oninliiy\ , a mots} 4 

He ſuppoſes the matter of contagion, ew PONG 

the body, has a peculiar ſedative effect upon the brain .and 
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e ee eee bee ble and ſirecf weak | 
ening their energy; and, that through Ihe medium, Wn 
by: the c dune. nerve, with, HHN Pat, of. th 


IL 


body, che whole(partahes of | this debiliry, but mor e | 


catazly the ſangyiferaus: ſyſtem i- and that in conſequence 
the woah actiog of the heart and large arteries, the coroms. 
parts ane mat ſurniſſ d. with, thęir uſual, ſupply of \blaody 
which gives riſe to the cold ſtage of feyer,, and. by . 1 
tor vention of the Vis Medicatrixe Naturae, 2 ſpaſm i is form- 
e apo cha oxjrome-vellels,, which, proves, an ipditct {tie 
mulus to- the- hem and. args agtgrigs..; exciting, them ian 
bens 49 ogg the nee ini TY 
duced i! 1) +1175 189 & % 923norm3tios e Igli 


„ish tr does 264 „1b. Ti nv Nan < +, THINS FICTION) 


. vary. plauſible 24 firl view, you 


upon æ more! minute inveſtigation and ſcrutiny, I think ig 
B nprnaeRs e 
ech axe gh ronep u. 5 what q 2 Rn” or 1 

Much: erraten and diſpute has ariſen in che medical 
ſhools,- reſpecting che term /edatives By it uſed by 
Doctor Cullen, we are te underſtand, a power, whale firlt, 
and immediate operation is diregtiy debilitating;, Bug in 
this ſenſe of the word, it ſeems vable iy many EXCERTIQNS: | 


i rl 


If the doctrine of animal life Which is now taught in this - 
Uni verdi ( Ma ic hat ip in a fonced flats, depending pn thb 
operation of ſtimuli): be true ; and-.if the grflineny muli 
which ſupport life, are conſtuntly acting, the uſual 1 of 
healthy :excizement will be bent up . auch unle ſs we ſuppaſe 
the: contagian - capahle of intergepting, N other wiſe, FN 
venting the application af them ;. it will he diſteult to con: 
cei ve how it can by a diredly ſedative, operation,, ſo dehili-, - 
tate the ſy{temy- as to rotors the phenomena « a ny 
me noir no gro, No. nech ef eg N 


* ” 
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= A DISSERTATION; Ke. 


The exiſtence of ſuch a power, has never yer been prd 
ved. There are 3 few ſubſtances, as Nitre, and Dignalis 
which are commonly {aid to poſſeſs ſedative virtues, as they 
diminiſh both the force and frequency of the pulſes” But if 
they are called ſedatives, believe it is more out of com- 
plalfance to cuſtom, than any diroctly debilitating qualities 
they are poſſeſſed of. The diminiſhed action which follows 
their ufe, may perhaps be owing to abſtinance: from food, 
which is occaſioheꝗ by the diſeaſe they are-uſed for 1. Theſe 
medicities likewiſe ericreaſs the evacuations, particularly of 
urine and ſweat; aud ic is well known: that diminiſhed acti, 
tion follows depletion; Fils * dn 1G 997226 Un! 


504 
1 1 


8 order to avoid all ee — ſhould accy- 

| rarely define rhe meaning of their terms; if for inſtance 
When they ſpeak of the ſedative effects of wine, or - ardent 
fpirits, they mean that ſtate of indirect debility which fol- 
lows the taking an immoderate doſe of them, there. would 
be no improprie ty in uling it; but as the term, ſedative, is 
commonly underſtood, viz : a directly debilitatiag power, 
I believe we are as yet unacquainted with Jug Power: which 
0 1 1 Virtyes, e 210-1: 2viit 9H” His 16 

| n We compare the erden of ch powers 4s ATE. com- 
monly called tired debilitating or /edative, as cold, fear, 
ebacuations, abſtinence, &e. *' with that of contagion, we 
find rheir effects very different. Perſons who have been 
15 Ghia "to them ſo long as to die of them, have never 
me wn any ſymptoms of d contuglous fever- A long conti 


ned application of cold; aud moiſture, have been ſaid to 


"have produced the Scur vy; but never a contagious. fever, 
as I have heard or read of. On the contrary: moſt conta- 


# Although theſe are e commonly called ſedatives, yer in reality 
they are nothing more than the abſtract ion or abfence,- of the na- 
tural ſtimuli of heat, ſood, and the ſtimulas of diſtention from 
blood and cþyle in their proper veſſels. 


A DISSERTATION; 2 


rally-diſappear upon the approachsof,, wipter's.cald%. The 
Plague it is true has e in cold weather, dats * : 
in Warm- 1 10 7 1 TELL Unt SIT Otadt rt 
14G: 91017 9 i 97909908 to urmrytint Loabfgy gays varty 

11 > when of e nad a realy debilitating 
or ſedative nature, ue might expect that thaſe per ſons, 
who had previouſly ſuffered, by cold; hunger, or, evachations, 
or in other words, thoſe, who were already labouring un- 


der direct debility, would be more eaſily affected than others, 


by contagion, during the geign of an gpidemic. For a cer - 
tain degree of debility being already, induced, , ſlighit. de- 
gree of force in the contagion, would ſoon produce that 


are; which eonſtitutes the actuel diſeaſe, But this, we find 


is not the coſe . Moſely, ſpeaking of, the. Yellow Fever, 


ſays, (Subjects moſt likely: to be attacked by it, are the 


& florid; the groſs, the plethorie that ſort, of ſtrong, full, 
«.yourhful people, with tenſe fibres, Who, in England, are 
e ſaid to reſemble the picture of health In ſhort, ſo. are 
« all people, Who are of an inflammatory diatheſis, and do. 


«© not perſpire freely f.! His obſervation is confirmed by 


Dr. Ruth. He ſays in his lectures, that, while/it, was pre- 
valent in this city, it moſt frequently attacked the robuſt 


and healthy citizens, and. wWas moſt violent among ghem, 


few recovering; whilſt thoſe who lived ſparingly, ang aſed 
gentle evacuations, frequent]y ;eſcaped. the. diſeaſe, ang in 
thoſe who were attacked by it, the ſymptoms were much 


milder, and they had a quicker, recovery. The lame 
author above quoted (Moſely) {peaking of Afri biligus 


fever, which affected the army in, Jamaica, ſays, ,.** Some of 
«the groſs and plethoric, died,ſoqn after being atjackeg, in 


*.cotivullions-” 02 „ n % buen 40 bind wed |; 


The Small Pox and Meaſles are an exception EY 
+ Vide. Nach Wd ud Ll pegs #6, 1 
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eaſes, art duch a ahokes daforibed, ii ihe onciting: cauſe 
was-direaly-tebiliracing, in wauldd certainly countaratt tha 
prediſpoſition 31 for; as they are already; excited-fomething: 
above the henlthy point, the contagion: would educe th 
epeſſſue / exgibement, - aud an approach rowapds: heahh 


would he the; conſequences, - 36 eh yall big963GO0N 


gvsd oflw wilt vide ; Mudus baqarts gved bas 01 


„We Had cha method ef treatment in tha laſt tags. of » 


cantagiane fever, quite different from that of a er ſon des 


byyated:By,cold; hunger, ar any other like gauſus. Iu/ the 
former ov make uſe of che moſt pa erijuli fimule in the: 
Ruupt, as ether, wine vol; alkali, bark; opium, &. but to 
2 man nearly famiſbed withibunger, or periſhet hy cold, 
this treatment. would be pertain death. We bpgin in theſa 
ſes: with the molt moderate: ſtimuli in fmallidaſes, and-in« 
reac gradually, until}. by degrees, we have worn down 
the morbjd; excit ability, and reſtored the laſt excitotnentios 
 Fhe:frevenient, differs. ſtill move}, in the: ſinſi ſtage: of. theſe 
contagious fevers;: for the mott ſucceſsful * 
them, has been found to be by evacuations 


Mr 25} G9) 1 2009 Ys, nr Io 2 10 tang ömmes tom 3 
If chen we-findno ſimilarity be tuen the qporaion of ſuch 
vers, aur e do ˙mmionlyecalled ſedatiue, and that af the 
contagion, which: produces: the'Blague,, Yollow Fever and 
others: unν,jHwhat the former, auteats.of aſſiſting th lattr. 
ſcems rurherrunfnvonr able; tolirs anenation, vhilſt it is r En. 
derad; mort acti vaby cheat full living, dt. and if, ĩnſtrac 
of being oured by the ſame meamꝭ 3n-oppobte ſes of v. 
dies are found moſt uſeful, we may, I think, ſafely con- 
duden cthintithe: eee ee berg 
aer power gon „Koln to in © to ennnoup3}mo? 
I 512] bas Ro 5nog vir cnigt 3nvbis i fo efogRts zus! 
As moſt comagionsfevers/begin-withgreat violence, pro- 
ducing the maſt alar ming ſymptoms, and oftentimes death, 
in a very ſhort time, from the firſt onſet, we may conclude 


* * | * 
= Gander dll "ITE ane. 
Oo Abe ſaldom ar never called: yponto- viſita pati- 
ent; Hill Gag rind after che attask of the diſkaſe;cupthencs 
«þ6-fiit effe@s' of rantagion,' generally :clrape' ou. notices; 
Wi have nd cortain rule, by which wecan;hudge, when'the 
ſyſtem is ſaturated) ( if i may uſe the.exprefiian) with rhe 


contagion. Many perſons have buen vr much expoſed . 
do it, and have eſcaped unhurt; while others, who have 


aot undar gane half the expoſure, ' have fallen victims to ita 
fury 4 certain ſtane ar condiion of the body, ze n 
dobbe (neceſſary, th render it mare ſuſcaptible of the ope- 
ratio of the contagipy- · But authors are by no means 
agreed what this ſtate is & certain letipth of tinie is likes 
wiſe re quiſite, after the intraduſtion of contagion into the 
body, to produce” its effects · This varies In different diſ- 
eaſes, and In different perſons labouring under the ſame" 
diſeaſe. This is moſt. prahably owing to the varieties of 
conſtitutions,” ſome being abler than others 10 reſiſt its ef. 
8 aud * ae eee wee, em 1 
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The moſt common tn of cu diſeaſes, ars 
muſcular debility, laſſirude; giddineſs in the head er 


the back and loins, head- ach, loſs of appetite, &6: Theſs 


continue far a longer. or;ſhorter time, and the diſeaſe is wih- 
ered in by a cold fit, which is ſoon followed hy a hot one, 
with all the uſual ſymproms- of fever, which are more or 


leſs ſevere; according, to the violence of the cauſe and fuſa 


| _—_ ot e ebenes wes 4 b9119 30 . 10 
195 lotel n „ Jiftslo tem bivo? 57 aa 
Theſe oa e «hich are the 
conſequences of a fit of intoxication, afiet the firſb er ſtimu 
lant effects of the ardent ſpirits have gone off and left the 
patient in a ſtate of: indirect dæbility. Inſtances of this kind 
are very common, and I dare ſay have frequently been ob- 
ſerved by phyſicians: I will here relate one, Which came 


v3 A BERT NT Kc. 
Walid My cbſe vst Some time in the month d 
September Tt; a woelllchopper wag ſo intoxicated, that he 
Yay an aigtt depoſed to the fall uf la Rea de w/ withbut 
Aby chwefiung dat the canopy of heaven! The neut _ 
bötspiartded den of head deh / ſickneſp Bt ſomat hi pains 

nis Back and lot; liffitudeh and; debilityg Af noog he = 
ſerzed With diſllineſsand'ſhivering,-which were ſiaceeded 
by a burtfing fever; '{nffuſiod ot the face and eyes: maſt ex 
eruciatiiig paln in his head and epigaſtric region, which way 
very ſöde aud painful to the touch Twelve o. of blood 


Wert taken from him and one dt of Glauber's ſal; given, 


dy which meatis lie got couſſderable relief The ſympioms 
recurring next day, but with leſs violence; the blood Artring 
was repeated, and by a low vegetable diet, cool air and 
watery drinks, he, in a-few days, recoveted fv far. as: tobe 
able to ge about his 'buſſtieſs: Had this caſe occurred in a 
place where the Yellow Fever was epidemic, it would. nd 
doubt have paſfod currently enough for that dlſeaſe, as it 

hau almoſt every diagnoſtit ſymptom, uf it, except the yel. 
Jownets of the ſkin, Which am told was, not preſent in 
every caſe. If we find that the ſame effects are induced by 
an itmmoderate doſe of ardent ſpixiis, as by the contagion 
of the Vellow Fever, and that both are cured by the ſame 
means; the rules of -philoſophifing/which direct us to attri- 
bute ſimilar effects to ſimilar hauſes, would teach us to infer 
that the mode of M ee is ORE "me 


ant. £ ibn 141 us b 31; . — 1 8. . 


1 N, - * * } 2 . * : 8 
tit 4i@ +: [fk] AC ih s 3 14 14 199 37 1 914. 11006 71 J 94 


Let us „ of lame, of :the * a 

mon febiile contagious diſeaſes, and ſee if the ſame may, 

not be-#nferred from theſmethod of wrote which has 
3 N . 318; 1 i! T7 1210. Th T3 
1541 210 _ end «1; 

Beth "Ray (oy voy Plague di viſited London 


in the year 1665, ſays, that Pleuriſies, Quinſies, and other 


inflammatory diſeaſes were epidemic, and bemmeyer faw 
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A DISSERTATION, Ke. 17 
em more frequent than they were à few veeks heferg 
the Plague made its appearance. This was What, firſt in 
duted him to uſe the Lancer for the cure of, this dreadful 
diſeaſe, which le found to be the only remedy, capable of 
reſiſting its force The blood which Was drawn, xofembled 
drt of a patient labouring under a Pleuriſy, or Rhewpas 
tm. He relates the ſtory of a ſurgeon in the army, wha 
apptiedi'to- che Governor for liberty to relieve his fellow 
foldiers, Who were afflicted with it ; which being obtained, 
he took away ſd large a! quantity of hlaod,, that the mey 


vere ready to felnt. The conſequence of this, mode. f 


treatment Was, that not ohe of them died, 
e e eee HG 2 | gu 16 0 
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Purging fron are likewiſe 8 by Dr. 
Sydenham, as remedies for the Plague : the latter he ad- 
viſes to be kept up for 24 hours, by which means à large 
quantity of fluids is drawn off, and the patient as certaialy 
reduced, as by the more immediate way of blood letting, 
In ſomè inſtances the Plague is ſaid, to begin with ſuch 
highly putrid ſymptoms that any evacuations are found to 
increaſe all the bad ſymptoms, and hurry on the diſſolutiaa 
of the patient; and that à very oppoſite ſet of remediee, 
are the only ones capable! of givlug any relief. Bus this 


will not militate in the leaſt againſt the dactrine, If it be 


well examined It is probable the contagi on in theſe ia. 
ſtances is ſo highly concentrated, and the condition of th 
patient ſo favourable to its operation, that the firſt or in - 


flammätoyy ſtage, of the diſeaſe, terminated very ſhatly 


in gangrene, and mortification-of- ſome of the vic ena. le 
is a la of the ſyſtem, chat the more violevt the attack, 
the ſooner will nature yield to the conſlict, find) tetminats 
the diſeaſe. No more happens here, than what we daily 


oöleroe In a common pklegmon, the more violent theꝰ in. 
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flammation, the more apt are they to terminate in gangrene 
and mortification ; and when this has once taken place, the 
mode of rrearment is very different from what t it was 1 
that if blood letting and other remedies, which are e 
to reſtrain or Bederdie inflammation, had been timely u led, 
| theſe conſequences might have been prevented. ö 
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5 in. one e inſtance, the Plague beg ins with exceſſive 
action in the ar terial ſyſtem, and all the ſymptoms of an 
acute inflammatory diſeaſe, and affects another perſon with 
a languid, weak pulſe, dejected and pallid countenance, 
coma, and all the attendants upon. a Typhus gravior z 
| fhall we ſay that the cauſe which produced them was differ_ 
ent ? By no means; they are nothing more than different 
ſtages of the ſame diſeaſe, ſucceeding each. other ſuoner or 
later, according to the violence of the exciting cauſe, the 
conſtitution of the patient, an and „ of treatment pur 


ſued. | 


All Phy cians of 4 etl age ſeem to agree, that 
the contagion of the mall pox is of a highly ſtimulant na- 
ture, at leaſt i in their practice they do; for they find, that 
thoſe erſons generally have the diſeaſe moſt favourably, 
who abſtain from animal food, and ſpirituous liquors, and 
live upon a low vegetable or milk diet aud watery drinks, 
who avoid heat, immoderate exerciſe, &ci | Yet ſuch is 

the inflammatory tendency of the diſeaſe, that in ſome in- 

ſtances, notwitliſtanding all the above precautions have 
been uſed, it is found neceſſary to uſe blood.- Zetting and 
purging, to prevent the indirect Lbilier which Would 
otherwiſe have followed: * 


In one inſtance the contagion of this diſeaſe will produce 
puſtules of a mild diſlinct kind, with but light inflammatory 


ſynptoms; and terminate in the moſt favourable! manner, 


tp 10 
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"th 


but in another patient, the puſtules will be of rhe confluent | 
ſpecies, the inflammatory Kage will be violent, and of thort 
duration, quickly diſappearing, ,: and will be ſycceeded by 
highly putrid ee which will Joon uſher | in death. | 


107 en 1. fre? 1 ttt 
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Kt 915 Hoi „been . 31 boo! 1 

How, often do, we, opferve A Tiles fever-t o follow a a 
Peripneumony, where the inflemmation was violent, an 
blood ſparingly drawn? I have frequently liſtened to heap 

people t tell how narrowly they have eſcaped from death. 
«] was firſt taken with the Plcuriſy, then With a Nervous 
fever, which was followed by : a Parridf ſever. 1 It. is pro- 
bable that the whole catalogue Was the conſequence of in- 
judicious trearmegt in the Pleurity, where the Phyſician 
has been too timid in bleeding, or! has had to do with a tim- 
jd patient and relatives (which i is often the caſe) who think 
they know as much as the Phyſician, and take upon them. 


ſelves t to fay © af Doctor, you have taken blood enough! 5 


> 


$4644 17 © 4 14 


The Seatlatins . with flick inflammatory 


ſymptoms as to indicate bleeding and purging, which is then 
practiſed with advantage: but when it has been ſuffered to 

run on for ſome time withqut any attempt to mitigate its 
violence and 4 Typhus ſucceeds, all preternatural evacuati- 


7171 


ons are then highly i Improper, and a different ſet of reme- 
dies become neceſſary. In ſome inſtances i it tbegins with a ſe- 


f £30: 


vere inflammation of the fauces,, which terminates very 


Cer” *14 


ſhortly i in gangrene : and | mortification of the parts: Authors 


forbid evacuations here, but analog V would induce. us to 
ſuppoſe, that if they were, timely employed, they would 


17 FE) 11 . 35 


greatly mitigate its violence. | Dottor. Ruſh informs us in 
his lectures,t that when one l tn a family has been ſeized 
with it, he has prevented the reſt from \ raking i it, by gi ing 


317 
each a cathartic*. 
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* Phyſi 57 ans Aitker bo in 1 respect the Scarlativa apd 
Cyna niche aligna. Some aſſert that th 7125 2 tro are and 
i, 1 that. chey are onty diſfereut degrees oſ v, 
ſame diſeaſe. 
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46 A DISSERTATION, e. 
-» The Influengal. belie ve appearsuniverſally withinflamma. 
; try: ſymptome, and is relie ved. by . iT he ſame may 
de ſaid of the meaſles 
Sehe erg *4f1 Ark 135. [ ? 7 1 41837 k Mo ' ; 
The 1 e e with ſuch inflamma. 
— \{ymptoms as to indicate bleeding), which bas been 
practiſed with great advantage, 28 e are your A 1988 
anne. Hb t id ar ont 
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The e experience © of a1 ages 1 ſhewn chat the ane 
of the Yellow-Fever, acts as a powerful ſtimulus, inducing 
'vibſentinflammatory-attion' of the arterial ſyſtem j and we 
have the authorities of Lind, Moſely, Jackſon and others 
to aſſert iat bleeding and purging are the only remedies to 
de depended on for the ture of it in its firſt ſtage: the ex- 
periance of the Phyſicians of Philadelphia, during its reipn 
in this city, would alone be ſufficient to eſtabliſp their fupe· 

"rior efficacy. Diſſections of patients who have died both of 
this and the preceding diſeaſe, have months ſhewn. their 
Parmar oem Lal Ft Ve 


2 Ir is vrch notieing n which I haves heard made 
b Phyſicians who were moſt converſant in this diſeaſe, 
during its reign in this city; Which is, that it Was payticu- 
Jatly futal ro thoſe females; whom it attacked during their 
preguriacy 1" bur very few of chem recovering who were 

' Yeize@ with it's and that in almoſt every inſtance it produced 
© abortivn ob miſcarriage juſt before death . What is this 
to be imputed to? Is it on actount of that particular ixxi. 

table fate of hody, which ſo univerſally attends the ſex du- 

ring rhefr pregnant ſtate, rendering thein more ſufceprible 
of impreſſions t Or is it-owing to the ſtimulant nature of the 

4 ontagion of the Yellow fever; being ſuperadded to that of 

the /#tws in utero, and by their conjbint operation ſooner pro- 

- ducing indite& debility * Analogy wouldinduce us to ſuppoſe 

the latter the moſt probable ſuppoſition; as we have alrea- 
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dy obſer ved, that perſons of u full plethoric habit of Yody, 
were W Rea 4 to fn the _ violently. 
Mm 45 to b „ 

From a — of what has Is ſaid 1 analogy 
between the effedts of oontagiun, and the ſtimu laut prbper· 
ties of wine, ardent fpirits; \&c-' and the ſimilarjry-of treat- 
ment in difeaſeswhith are acknowledged inflamtaarory with 
that which has proved moſt ſueceſeful in the firſt» Rage of 
contagious febrile FA ; rhink the following concluſions 


bees z ge en -8 tis 10 0 1 


r eitlüt Mo nog 26 2143 „I. als f iti 
That the matter of contagion kw it may: conſiſt of, 
is of abighly ſtimulant natore, which, when applied to the 
human body, operates upon u the excitability in the ſame 
manner as all other ſtimuli do, by encreaſing the excite 
ment to an unuſual degree, hut more particularly of the ſan- 


 guifegſous ſyſtem. But a8 all violent and-- preternacural 
efforts muſt at length be followed, by a Rate of relaxation 


or inaQivity proportional to, the violence of the preceding 
action, this ſtate of atony or indirect debility, | is induced 
ſooner or later, according to the virulence of the contagi- 


aces habit of body, and conſticuyen, of che perſ on aflgced, 
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| Perhaps i it may be urged as an objedtion, $0.this doctrine, 
that ſome contagious: dileaſes as the Plague for; Jinſtance z 
attack ſo ſuddenly-efter; expoſure to the, contagion, and 


with ſymptoms. ſo, different from thoſe of any, mules 


which we are acquainted with z that its operation cannot be 
ſtimulant» The patient is ſuddeply ſeized; with great proſ · 
tration of ſtrength, ſiekreſs, vomiting, vertigo, & 


But let a perſon W never has been accuſtomed · to the uſe 


of tobacco, {which no body denies to bea ſtimulus). under- 
take to ſmoke a ſegur, or che w a large quid of it, and he 
will be almoſt inftantaneonſly ſeized with the ſame ſymp- 


toms above-deſcribed. but if he ſhould ſmoke: not more 


than one third of it, or take no more than perhaps hals abe 
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quantity into his mouth, the effects will not be any thing 
like ſo violent. Re The Cawe | in all probability i is the caſe with 
the Plague : if the contagion be bighly concentrated, or 
abundant i in quantity, its a will be more violent and 


Rate, „ e e e! 
| 5595 tg) a 
ſeed ir may be "ad, hy does the contagiqn of the 
wall pox always produce the fame diſeaſe, in preference to 
the meaſles, yellow fever, or any other contagious diſeaſe, 
ſince all contagions are ſtimulant, and operate in, the ſame 
manger upon the body? To this Ianſ wer, that the ſame 
cauſe which occaſions an acorn, to produce an oak, rather 
than a bramble or a chorn-byſh; influences. the varialpus 
matter to produce the ſmall pox, in preference to any other 
diſeaſe. 5 „ 8 


wn ſhell not attempt to affign.i any $63 5h why fs 3 


ed action of the arterial ſyſtem which occurs in febrile con. 
tagious diſeaſes, follows debility, but ſhall refer i it to a law 
of the animal economy; and ſhall content myſelf with hav- 
ing ende avoured to prove that this debility is not of the &- 
rect but indirces kind; as it leads to a very different me- 
thod of treatment from what i is commonly pur ſued in diſ- 
eaſes of direckt debility, and which I am perſuaded, might 
be uſed more frequently in febrile diſeaſes than is commonly 


practiſed in this country at proſent, provided it be uſed in 


proper ſeaſon 

The remedies in common n uſe among Phyſicians, for the 
cure of low « continued fevers, (although, they often com- 
mence their attack with ſymptoms of too much action in the 
arterial (yſtem) are, generally, ſpeaking, | Tonics and Sti 
mulants. When called early in the diſeaſe, | an Kmetic c or 
Catharric.is generally ordered, to cleanſe the firſt paſſages; 
but ſome neglect even this precaution, and from the very 


ouſet of the diſeaſe, preſcribe . Bark, Wine, Vol. Alkali, 
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Ether, Opium, Kc. rh Was the "method patfued 
in che late Epidemic 6f this city, when it beſt made | ty ap · 
pearance, and à dreadful mortality y was the conſeq vence 2 
but a very few of them recovering. But when theſe were 
laid aſide, . and | blood- letting and purging ſubſtituted in 
their ſtead, the effects were very different ; a much ſmaller 
number 8 in proportion t to thoſe who werd ſeized 

"Dodtor ce in his tft on bene Altes tes, gives 
an accotint of «Putrjd biliols ſever, which ſeized! the army 
in Jamaica, and was attended w ith the following ſympton- 
Sudden loſs of ſtrength, nauſea, clamlineſs in the 'mouth 
and fauces j che eyes were dull) tinged with bile, and ſunk 
in the head, pulſe low and quick, ſkin moiſt, abdo men tenſe, 
great anxiety, yellowneſs of the ſkin, coma, cold ſweats, 
hiccup, &c- and ended in death on the ſecond or third. day» 


This diſeafe he tells us was at firſt treated with bark, and 


cordial medicines, and every man, moſt invariably died of 
it who was taken. Upon reflecting 'on, its fatality, and 
where the error of treatment lay, he ſuſpected it to ariſe 
ſrom the dread of evacuations in the beginning, on accoung 
of inducing  debilitys Accordingly, purging was adviſed 
at the onſet, and to be continued, until it was contraindi- 
cated by weakneſs. But, ” ſays he, ſo far was the re · 
te ſult of the apprehenſion from being confirmed by the 
event, that it was found that the men acquired ſtrength 
te in proportion as they were diluted and 4 The 


evacuation by ſtool was carried to a great length. „ Many | 


patients“ continues he, had twenty ſtools 25 for three 


days ſucceſſi yely: 4 "The 4 8570 of this une was, 


311. 


The TP of treatment in diſcifes of are . 
as adviſed by à late celebrated zuthor, is ne "neither 
founded upon reafor, nor the fuctef(s' of the pradice. Ia 


— 
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violent diſeaſes as the Plague, Yellow. fever, it. where the | 
ſyſtem is ſudgenly ſo; overpowered: with ſtimuli; as to fink | 
as it were, beneath the weight; the method recommended 
by him, is to throw inthe diffuſive ſtimuli in large and repeat- 
ed doſes, and thus endeavour to overcome force, by force; 
but as all violent efforts muſt be ſucceeded-by. a tate of re» c 
laxation, proportional to the preceding action the excita · 0 
bility will at length be exhauſted, and the excitemem whey 1 
It os _ like My yer to riſe again” c 
| No witarts! , i 
* W aden Abe 10 be that ; 
the ſyſtem has been ſo overloaded, that the pulſe was ſcarce. t 
ly perceptible; but upon blood being plentifully drawn, r 
it has immediately become fuller and ſtronger, This a 
was very frequently the caſe in the late Epidemic of this 
city; the pulſe bas become more active even vaſe the le. 
2 cond and third — m 


If we attempt to babe the cure of theſe diſeaſes out of the re 
bands of nature, we muſt do it altogether, and leave no. * 
thing to her care» I have frequently been informed, and b. 
by good authorities, that many patients in the Yellow fe - © 
ver, after the firſt bleeding, found all their bad ſymptoms, th 
particularly the pains of the head, and epigaſtric region, a 
greatly aggravated, and the pulſe became much fuller and th 
more active · This was ſometimes the caſe after the ſecond I l 
bleeding; and the patient was ſo ſenſible of its bad effects, Vic 
that he refuſed. to ſubmit to its repetition and died in Ce 
1 conſequence ; whilit others who had it performed a third ho 

| time, found all their pains mitigated, and they had a ſpee - g 
dy recovery- The reaſon of theſe phenomena is obvious x | 22 
1 f the contagion was ſo highly concentrated and ſo abundant, 

* as immediately to overwhelm the powers of life; but a 2 
| part of the burthen being removed, the remainder is more * 
proportional to the excitability of the patient, and the are 
terial ſyſtem is excited into violent action, bereby larger _ 
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quantity of blood than ufual-is deterrbined to the bead and 
abdominal viſcera which encreaſes * enen, —_ 
ek eb Mr of theſe parts- id 919 
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Pertaps'i it may e e at firſt 6yhs;(toadviſe aka * 


cuations for the prevention and cure oi contagions febrila 


diſeaſes, particularly to ſuch as have been accuſtomed to 
ſee d contrary method purſued ; but if ſo many inſtances 
can be adducedifrgar ſuch reſpectable authorities to prove 

its ſuperior efficacy, it is certainly entitled to a further tris 

al. It is only in the (firſt ſtage of theſe- diſeaſes, that this 
treatment will be of ſer vice. In the laſt ſtage, the only 
remedies which ns TW e . a e Tonies 
and enn 


3 hin this. 1 ; 
ment in the firſt ſtage, provided the doctrine which we | 
have endeavored to eſtabliſh be juſt? As the patient is al - 
ready ſinking under-iccumulated load of preternatural, 
which. are ſuperadded to the natural ſtimuli; which will 
be the moſt reaſonable mode of proceeding, either to en- 
deavour to relieve fatigued nature by throwing off ſome. of 
the load by blood- letting and other evacuations, (as we » 
are as yet ignorant of any direct method of throwing. off 
the contagion itſelf) or to increaſe it by throwing in ſtimu- 
lating drinks and medicine, with a nouriſhing diet, with: a 
vie v, forſooth of reſiſting the effects of the contagion a 
Certainly the. former, We ſhould be extremely cautious 
how we adminiſter ſtimulant medicines, when the patiens 
is already ſtruggling under an exceſs of ſtimuli; — de 
ae eee, enn 17) 

ts jetruetha — will be very eee 
either in reputation or pocket, by ſtifling diſeaſes in the 
bud; although the patient is ſaved much unneceſſary pain 
and expence by the means. Mankind are not well enough 

8 D 
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lace, to oknow what would have been the conſequenee 
Af; precautions had not been uſed by the Phyſician ; and ag 
they think he had done but little, little ought his recom. 
pence to be. But if another Phyſician of leſs abilities ſhould 
have been called in who had not diſcernment enough to 
foreſee the event, and being ignorant of the neceſſity of 
uſing proper precautions by way of preventing the forma. 
tion of the diſeaſe, ſhould neglect them entirely, and ſuf. 
fer his patient to come to the very threſhold of death's 
door, and even then, perhaps, nature may perform the 
cure; 1 ſay he will gain more, either for his ignorance or 
kuavery, (which ever it may happen to be) than the honeſt 
and judicious practitioner, who would have ſaved the pati. 
ent all his unneceſſary pain, and the conſequences of a te- 
dious ſickneſs, and flow recovery. 


But let not theſe confiderations ſwerve us from the path 
of duty. Let us impute the fault to the imperfection of hu- 
man nature; and may the pleaſing reflection of having done 
our duty, by relieving as much as is in our power, the dif. 
treſſes of our fellow-mortals, ever be ſuperior to the deſire 
of fame, and thirſt for mMammons 


THE END. 


